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Reem RA/GADH, CHHATRAPAT/ SHIVAW'S CAPITAL, 
emia! 7S SITUATED ON THE TOP OF AHILL. 


AT THE FOOT OF THE HILL THERE WAS A VILLAGE 


+ WHERE HIRA,A MILKMALD, LIVED 
WITH HER LITTLE CHILD AND HER 
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LEAVING HER CHILD WITH HER | |. HIRA WOULD GO TO RAIGADH TWICE A DAY-| 
| |W THE MORNING AND IN THE EVENING: 


“TO SELL MILK TO THE PEOPLE IN THE | |BY SUNSET SHE WOULD BE HOME AND 
FREE TO BE WITH HER CHILD. 


ONCE, DURING THE KOJAGIR) FESTIVAL, HIRA 


STOPPED TO WATCH THE CELEBRATIONS, 
AFTER HER AFTERNOON ROUND. 


Ky, 
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[CARRIED AWAY BY THE MERRY-MAKING, 
SHE LOST COUNT OF THE HOURS. 


. i 
/T WAS SIX IN THE EVENING I 
THE MAIN GATE OF THE FORT 
WOULD SOON BE CLOSED! 
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PLEASE 
OPEN THE 


| WANT TO GO HOME. MY \SJ 

CHILD WILL BE WAITING 

FOR ME!1! HAVE TO GO 
BACK TO HIM! 


eT 
VS 
iS Ny 


ONCE THE GATE IS 
CLOSED IT MUST NOT 

PE OPENED TILL 
MORNING . THE 

\. CHHATRAPATI’S 


NI 


[OPEN 17 uusT A LITTLE. 
JUST ENOUGH FOR ME 
‘TO SLIP OUT. PLEASE. 


DONE. ORDERS 
ARE ORDERS! 


SPEND THE NIGHT 
HERE @ AWAY FROM 
MY CHILD 


IT’S NO USE. 
THEY'RE NOT 


( WHAT SHALL 

| PO2 BAALYA 

MUST BE CRYING 
FOR ME. 


1 MUST GET OUT 
OF THE FORT: EVEN 
IF | HAVE TO 
CLIMB OVER THE 
WALL TO DO IT! 


1'5 Too HIGH | 
ol, HERE. PERHAPS 
FURTHER DOWN 
IT MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE. 


[SHE KEPT WALKING ALONGSIDE THE 
WALL, LOOKING HOPEFULLY UP AT 
| 17 FROM TIME To TIME. 


WHEN SHE REACHED THE 
EASTERN SIDE, SHE SUDDENLY 


STOPPED. 
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SHE HID HER EMPTY VESSEL IN THE ++ CLAMBERED UP THE WALL... 


BUSHES... 


I] [---an> StrTHERED DOWN 
| |70 THE OTHER SIDE. 


THEN SHE STARTED CLIMBING 
DOWN THE HiLL.IT WAS VERY 


STEEP AND SHE HAD TO BE 
CAREFUL. vat 


ONCE SHE SLIPPED AND | |] FORTUNATELY FOR HER THERE WAS A 
LOST HER FOOTHOLD. |BUSH LOWER DOWN. SHE HUNG ON TO [Td 
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THE FOLLOWING MORNING WHEN THE 
GUARDS OPENED THE GATE 
: ~~ 


(THEY cCouLD NOT 
|BeLeve THEIR EVES 


| WASN'T. 
1GOT OUT 
FROM THE 
EASTERN 
SIDE. 


{/tnis is tHe 
ONLY WAY OUT 


THE GUARDS MARCHED HIRA OFF TO 


INLESS THERE IS 
ECRET PASSAGE. 
AND THE MAHARAd 


WOULD LIKE TO 
HEAR ABOUT THAT! 


CAN YOU SHOW ME THE 
EXACT SPOT FROM WHERE 


SHIVAJI! AND TOLD HIM EVERYTHING . 
YOU WENT DOWN THE 


1 CAN, 
MAHARAU- 
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[HIRA LED THE ROVAL PARTY TO THE HERE'S THE 
EASTERN SIDE OF THE FORT. : VESSEL | LEFT 
Bi MAHARAY. 
A 


= 
HIRA CLAMBERED-UP THE 
WALL WITH EASE- 


SHIVAd! WALKED UP TO 
THE WALL. 


CAN YOU CLIMB 
DOWN NOW USING 
THE SAME ROUTES 
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[Bur WHEN SHE LOOKED DOWN. + SHE WAS TERRIFIED. 


TALES OF SHIVAJ! 


BECAUSE... BECAUSE... 
| WAS THINKING ONLY OF MY 
CHILD, MAHARAJ. HE WOULD BE 
WAITING FOR ME... 


| BELIEVE YOU, HIRA. YOU ARE 
A BRAVE WOMAN! A BRAVE 
MOTHER ! YOU DESERVE 
A REWARD. 


SHIVAd! THEN TURNED TO HIS 
MINISTER. 


HIRA HAS DONE 
US A GREAT SERVICE. 
ENEMIES COULD GET 
IN, THE WAY HIRA 
GOT OUT. 


RAISE THE HEIGHT 
OF THE WALL, 
AND BUILD A WATCH= 
TOWER HERE- 


SHIVAUl AND HIRA ARE NO LONGER 
ALIVE. BUT HIRA BURZ—THE WATCH- 
TOWER BUILT BY SHIVAd! AND 


NAMED AFTER HIRA—CAN BE 
SEEN IN RAIGADH TO THIS DAY. 
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(THE RANI OF F BELAVADI| 


u 

IN THE YEAR 1677, A MARATHA ENVOY | 
CAME WITH A MESSAGE TO ISHA 
\Penanu, THE DESAI™ OF BELAVADI*. 


THE MESSAGE WAS FROM DAD? we SWEAR ALLEGIANCE VIL 
IRAGHUNATH NEDKAR, ONE OF TO SHIVAU! IN EXCHANGE 
SHIVAI"S MOST ABLE COMMANDERS. = FOR HIS pen é 


EAT RESPECT 
FOR SHIVAJI] MAHARAU- 
= \! ADMIRE HIS COURAGE 
[AND LOVE OF FREEDOM. 


% FEUDAL CHIEFTAIN +1IN BELGAUM DISTRICT 


| 2 eat \ MEAN... ' BRS 1 WANT 
| [) Soa Sele \\ > || To REMAIN 

| Love OF | \ eta 

) BA FREEDOM. / \ \ : 


THE ENVOY LEFT FOR THE 
MARATHA CAMP. 


|LATER, WHEN /SHA PRABHU DISCUSSED THE 
|PAY'S HAPPENINGS WITH HIS WIFE, MALLAMMA*— 


Koons 
(me AMBITIOUS ‘BUT 1AM 
GOING TO LIKE t f 


1M NOT SO SURES /5/ woutp THAT 
To HIM | AM ausT | 


MEAN WAR® 
ONE OF THE MANY 
DESAIS HE WANTS: 
TO BRING UNDER 
HIS SWAY 


#ALSO KNOWN BY THE NAME SAVITRIBAL 
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ee = = 
AS EXPECTED, DADAJ! LAID SIEGE TO BELAVADI. 
aaa SOLDIERS SURROUNDED THE FORT. 


/ OF SUPPLIES THEY WILL 
HAVE TO SURRENDER. 
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EVERY ATTEMPT OF THE ENEMY TO SCALE 
THE FORT WAS FOILED. 


WE HAVE BEEN 
HERE FOR OVER 
A MONTH AND THE 
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THAT NIGHT A MARATHA 
SOLDIER STEALTHILY SCALED 
THE WALL OF THE FORT ++» 


RAN DOWN THE STEPS OF THE TOWER 
AND MADE HIS Way. 


“+670 THE PLACE WHERE THE HAY 
FOR THE HORSES WAS STACKED. 


—_ AN a 


REDS 


fas THEY RAN DOWN... 


(THE WOMEN ANC 
( CHILDREN WILL 
THE FIRE.| 


you _GeT 700 LATE. THE 
BACK To YOUR MARATHAS HAD ENTERED THE FORT! 
Posts! QUICK! 


WE WILL DRIVE 
THEM OUT —EVERY 
OME OF THEM! 


[ime paren muons nen a 0 
a 2D 


|/SHA PRABHU WAS SEVERELY WOUNDED, 
[ver HE KEPT FIGHTING ..- 
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wa TILL THE MARATHAS WERE EVEN AS THE GATES WERE 
DRIVEN OUT OF THE FORT. 


nar oS) 
(SHA PRABHU FELL. 


WHEN THE RANI CAME TO THE SPOT... 


[SHE TOUCHED THE FEET OF HER DEAP 


[-: AND PICKED UP THE SWORD | 
HUSBAND... [> 


[THE FOLLOWING DAY — 


AND NO SUPPLIES 
CAN REACH US UNTIL 
THE SIEGE 1S 


RANI SAHEBA, | | 
= THE FIRE HAS | 
DESTROYED | | 

> ALL THE FooD| | 
GRAINS.) | 


reas | 
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WE'LL 
BREAK THE 
DADAul WHAT 
WILL NOT SHALL WE 
WITHDRAW DO THEN, 

THE SIEGE. 


SO THE GATES WERE 
THROWN OPEN. 
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[SRIRED BY HER COURAGE THE MEN | |THE RAN/ MOVED WITH LIGHTNING 
| FOUGHT FIERCELY. | | SPEED. 
| 
N 


WE'LL LOSE THE 

BATTLE UNLESS 
THE RANI IS. 
CONTAINED. 
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‘SURROUND 
THE RANI! 
DISARM HER! 


[AS THE MEN CLOSED IN ON HER, THE 
| RANI FOUGHT EVEN MORE VIGOROUSLY. 
A 


[THE LEGS OF THE RANI'S HORSE WERE 
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SHE JOMPED OFF THE HORSE AND... | 


==» CONTINUED 
THE FIGHT. 


SHE STOOD DISARMED-NO ONE MOVED 
TOWARDS HER. ALL STOOD STL. 


|) ACCEPT DEFEAT. 
| PLEASE ENSURE 


COME TO NO 


‘amar chitra katha 


LATER, WHEN SHIVAUI WAS INFORMED OF THE FALL 


OF BELAVADI 


DADAd!, THE 
RANI OF BELAVAD} 
1S A GREAT WOMAN. 
BRING HER HERE 
WITH THE RESPECT 

DUE TO A 


WHEN THE RANI WAS BROUGHT TO 
HIS CAMP SHIVA! STOOD UP 70 

| RECEIVE HER. 

MOTHER, | SALUTE 


| You FOR youR 
| BRAVERY. 


| PO NOT KNow 
WHO IS THE VICTOR. 
1 ONLY KNOW YOU 
ARE NOT THE VAN— 
QUISHED, YOU SHALL 
EVER REMAIN 


I CAN'T GIVE YOU BACK 
YOUR HUSBAND. | CAN- 
NOT GIVE YOU BACK 
YOUR FREEDOM BECAUSE 
YOU NEVER LOST IT. 


\ 


SOMETHING TO 
ASK OF You. 


J )\(sour FoRGiveNe 


MOTHER. 


“= Ul 
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| ENTERED 
YOUR CAMP FILLED 
WITH HATRED — 
HATRED FOR HIM 
WHOM | HAD ONCE 
\ ADMIRED. 
> 


BLESS me, Twist you ] 


MOTHER.I NEED \, 
YOUR BLESSINGS., prs a 


BUT YOUR p> 
WORDS HAVE cere WiTH YOU 
DISPELLED mY 4 

HATRED. 1 NO 


LONGER FEEL 
BITTER. 
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\F % 

NEG fi 
SHIVAU! HELD A SPECIAL DURBAR. 
TO MARK THE CONQUEST OF KALYAN. 


ABAll MAHADEV, THE COMMANDER-IN- 
CHARGE OF THE KALYAN CAMP HAD 
I NIQUE GIFT TO OFFER. 


OFFICIAL OF KALYAN 
WHO RAN AWAY 
WHEN WE TOOK 


IF MY MA SAHEB* 
WERE AS BEAUTIFUL 
AS YOU, 1 TOO 

WOULD HAVE 

BEEN HANDSOME. 
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ABA HUNG HIS HEAD IN SHAME. 


HOW COULD | 
| HAVE 
MISUNDER- 
sTooD my 
MASTER so! 


THANK YOU FOR 
FINDING ME SUCH 
A BEAUTIFUL 


i 


YES, MAHARAJ.) 
AS you 


“NNO PLACE FOR HER. 


AND THE GIRL WAS SENT TO HER 
HUSBAND'S HOUSE WITH RICH GIFTS. 


—_ 


#* MOTHER 
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Tales of Shivaji 


Chhatrapati Shivaji (1630-1680), the legendary Maratha king, is one of the greatest heroes of Maharashtra 
even today. This Amar Chitra Katha illustrates three great stories from the many that have been written about 
hit 


The first, ‘Hira the Milkmaid’, is a simple and inspiting legend of a determined milkmaid who scales the walls 
of Shivaji’ impenetrable fort capital of Raigad in the middle of the night to reach her young son. “The Rar 
of B about the brave queen Mallamma who valiantly defends her territory against Shivaj's leading 
‘commander, Dadafi Raghnath Nedkar, until she is disarmed and taken prisoner. ‘The Gift’ is a short story 
about a young git! who is brought before Shivaji as a captive from his defeated enemies, 


The Shivaji of all these stories is a man who is held in high esteem, a man who recognises nobility even in 
his adversaries. He is regarded as a man of great virtue who, despite his might and power, treated his 
prisoners-of-war with utmost respect and humility 


Editor: Anant Pai 
Script; Subba Rao Illustrations: Dilip Kadam — Cover: Dilip Kadam 


Related Titles 
Shivaji * Tanaji * Bajirao | « Veer Hammir 
Bappa Rawal ¢ Amar Singh Rathor 
Rana Pratap Prithviraj Chauhan 


150K 81-7508-257-7 


|/|\\| 
Will 


81751082 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 


